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The history of the U.S. Navy begins 

right here in Newport, R.I. From its 
infancy during the Revolutionary War to 
its present day sophistication, the United 
States Navy has been an integral part of 
Narragansett Bay. As the first commander 

in chief of the Continental Navy, Rhode 
Islander Esek Hopkins used the bay as a 
haven for his small fleet between combat 
engagements. 
After the revolution, American men of 

war were common sights in the upper and 
lower bay, even though the Navy was 

Continued on next page 

Throughout the world, U.S. Navy Sailors, veterans, family members, 
civilians, and friends will celebrate the Navyôs 244th birthday this 
Sunday, Oct. 13. This yearôs theme, ñNo Higher Honor,ò draws upon the 
extraordinary service, sacrifice, and heroism of the Sailors who fought 
during Leyte Gulfôs Battle off Samar. On Oct. 25, 1944, a small group of 
destroyers known as Taffy 3 bravely charged into a line of Japanese 
battleships to protect American forces landing on the islands. The 
American destroyers were decimated, but their actions prevented 
enemy forces from concentrating fire on the landing forces. As a result, 
American troops eventually took the Philippines. The service of our 
World War II shipmates cemented the Navyôs legacy; there is no higher 
honor than to serve and to do so in harmôs way. The Sailors of today 
carry on this legacy. Happy birthday, U.S. Navy! 

Happy 244th Birthday, U.S. Navy 

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-birthday.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/world-war-ii/1944/samar.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/world-war-ii.html
https://www.navy.mil/
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NS Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

small and often engaged in other 
conflicts on the high seas, such as the 
war with Tripoli, the War of 1812 and 
the Mexican War. However, there 
were periods when naval activity in 
the bay area was at a standstill. 
Following official recognition of U.S. 
independence in the Treaty of Paris, 
there was a general demobilization of 
the armed forces, and the Navy was 
virtually forgotten. 
During the Civil War, the Navy 

came back to life in Newport. To 
avoid capture by the Confederates, 
the government transferred the 
faculty and students of the U.S. 
Naval Academy from Annapolis to 
Newport, where it operated for about 
four years. When it moved back to 
Annapolis, the Navy had become 
more organized and had acquired a 
degree of permanence. 
The year 1869 marked the 

beginning of one of the most 
significant and best-known Navy 
landmarks in Narragansett Bay. In 
that year, the secretary of the Navy 
authorized establishment of an 
experimental torpedo station at Goat 
Island. The station was responsible 
for developing torpedoes and 
conducting experimental work on 
other forms of naval ordnance. Its 
fame, importance and contributions 
made during its 83 years are 
legendary in the Rhode Island area.  
A major economic and military 

installation in Rhode Island from the 
day of its establishment, the Torpedo 
Station reached its peak importance 
in World War II when more than 
13,000 employees worked around the 

clock to manufacture 80 percent of 
the torpedoes used by the United 
States during the war. The station 
was the largest single industry ever 
operated in Rhode Island. In 1951, 
the Naval Underwater Ordnance 
Station on the base replaced it, and 
Goat Island transferred to the city of 
Newport. Redevelopment of the 
island included a causeway, luxury 
hotel and restaurant, marina, 
shopping facilities and apartments. 

A 

Sailor learned most of his trade on 
the job until the last two decades of 
the 19th century. In the 1880s a new 
concept of shore-based training for 
officers and men was developed, and 
again the Navy turned to 
Narragansett Bay. 
In 1881, the Navy acquired 

Coasters Harbor Island from the 
state, and on June 4, 1883, the island 
became home to the Navyôs first 
recruit training station. On Oct. 6, 
1884, the Naval War College was 

Continued on next page 

View taken during an inspection on the South Drill Field, 

showing Captain Hillary P. Jones, USN (Center), with 

Commander Rufus Z. Johnston, USN, Commanding Officer of 

the Naval Training Station. Courtesy of the Naval Historical 

Foundation, Washington, D.C. Collection of Admiral Hillary P. 

Jones. (U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command Photograph) 

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
http://www.facebook.com/navstanewport
twitter.com/navstanewportri
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established on the island. By the turn 
of the century, classroom lecture 
notes of the collegeôs second 
president, Alfred Thayer Mahan, had 
been published in book form, ñThe 
Influence of Sea Power Upon 
History,ò and the Naval War College 
had taken its place at the forefront of 
maritime strategic thought. 
The advent of steam-powered 

ships made it necessary for the Navy 
to set up coaling stations for the fleet. 
Just before the turn of the century, 
one of the largest coaling stations in 
the country was established at 
Melville and it attracted many 
battleships and cruisers to East 
Passage anchorages to ñcoal ship.ò 
By 1913, the Navy had acquired 

Government Landing in downtown 
Newport and had constructed the 
naval hospital on the mainland of 
Aquidneck Island adjacent to 
Coasters Harbor Island. This 
extension of the Navy was 
accelerated several years later when 
the United States entered World War 
I.  

As thousands of recruits flooded 
into Newport, the Navy acquired 
Coddington Point to accommodate 
overflow from the training station on 
Coasters Harbor Island. After the 
war, the Washington Disarmament 
Conference drastically reduced the 
Navyôs budget and curtailed 
expansion of naval facilities. 
The threat of a major war against 

the Third Reich perked up naval 
activity once again in Narragansett 
Bay. In 1940, the base developed 
rapidly. Coddington Point was 
reactivated to house the many 
thousands of recruits being trained at 
Newport, Coddington Cove was 
acquired as a Supply Station, and 
new fuel facilities were built at 
Melville, along with a PT-boat 
training center and a net depot. In 
November 1942, then-Lt. j.g. John F. 
Kennedy completed PT-boat training 
at Melville.  
A memorial stone there marks the 

site of this former training area. The 
area went into a military growth 
boom. Anchorage Housing was built, 

Sachuest Point was acquired, a 
harbor defense unit and 
communications station were 
constructed on Jamestown Island and 
Congress appropriated money to 
build a naval air station at Quonset 
Point on the west side of the bay.  
By the time the air station went 

into operation in 1941, plans were 
completed for another facility 
adjacent to Quonset. In 1942, the 
Davisville Advanced Base Depot, 
predecessor to the former Davisville 
Construction Battalion, was 
established. Narragansett Bay 
became one of the Navyôs largest 
installations at the time in the brief 
period of three years. 
After the war, many temporary 

units in the bay area began to 
deactivate. In 1946, the entire naval 
complex on Aquidneck Island was 
consolidated under a single military 
command, designated as U.S. Naval 
Base Newport. 

NEWPORT, RI ï Three-inch field gun crew trains at Naval 

Training Station Newport, Rhode Island.  (U.S. Naval History and 

Heritage Command Photograph) 

NEWPORT, RI (1863) U.S. 

Naval Academy, Newport, 

Rhode Island, Main building. 

To avoid capture by the 

Confederates, the government 

transferred the faculty and 

students of the U.S. Naval 

Academy from Annapolis to 

Newport, where it operated for 

about four years during the 

civil war. (U.S. Naval History and 

Heritage Command Photograph) 

Continued on next page 
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  The Navy in Narragansett Bay 
adjusted to peacetime by increasing 
its activities in the fields of research, 
development, and training and 
preparing for modern warfare. Except 
for the brief period during the Korean 
War, when more than 25,000 Sailors 
trained at Newport, the Navy applied 
its efforts to these three major areas. 
In 1951, the Torpedo Station was 

permanently disestablished and the 
manufacture of torpedoes was 
awarded to private industry. A new 
research and development facility, 
the Naval Underwater Ordnance 
Station, replaced the Torpedo 
Station.  
In February 1966, the Ordnance 

Station and the Naval Underwater 
Weapons Systems Engineering 
Center were combined to better 
coordinate all underwater programs 
pursued at the naval base. A merger 
in 1970 with another naval activity in 
New London, Connecticut, created 
what is now the Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center. 
In 1952, the Naval Training 

Station at Newport was 
disestablished by the transfer of 
recruit training to Bainbridge, Md. 
However, the Fleet Training Center 
and Naval School Command, 
established several years earlier at 
Newport, continued to provide 

specialized training to fleet 
personnel. The Officer Candidate 
School, which opened in 1951, 
became the Navyôs primary source 
for junior Naval Reserve officers. 
Piers 1 and 2 were built in 1955 

and 1958, respectively, to 
accommodate ships of the Cruiser-

Destroyer Force and Service Force. 
Naval supply and public works 
facilities were expanded at this time 
to support the fleet, and 
Headquarters, Commander Cruiser-
Destroyer Force, Atlantic, was 
established at Newport in 1962.  
This command moved to Norfolk, 

Va., in July 1973. Earlier in 1973, a 
Shore Establishment Realignment 
study directed the closing of the 
Quonset Point Naval Air Station, a 
drawdown of facilities at Davisville, 
the movement of the active fleet from 
Newport, and a cutback of personnel 
and activities. Five previously 
independent commands were 
dsestablished and their personnel 
absorbed by a new activity ð the 
Naval Education and Training Center. 
A ceremony on Oct. 1, 1998, 

established Naval Station Newport as 
the primary host command, taking 
over base operating support 
responsibilities from the Naval 
Education and Training Center. The 
commanding officer, NS Newport, 
reports directly to Commander, Navy 
Region Mid-Atlantic. 

NEWPORT RI (1906-1907) - 

USS Rhode Island (BB17) 

Anchored off Newport, 

Rhode Island as part of 

President Theodore 

Rooseveltôs Great white Fleet 

to make friendly courtesy 

visits to numerous countries, 

while displaying new U.S. 

naval power to the world. 

Color-tinted postcard, 

published by the Rhode 

Island News Company, 

Providence, R.I. Courtesy of 

Commander Donald J. 

Robinson, USN (Ret.), 1983. 
(U.S. Naval History and Heritage 

Command Photograph)  

NEWPORT RI (AUG 2019) -  Students at Officer Candidate 
School (OCS) train at Naval Station Newport to morally, 
mentally, and physically develop as future Leaders of 
Character and Competence - imbuing them with the highest 
ideals of Honor, Courage, and Commitment in order to serve as 
Professional Naval Officers worthy of special trust and 
confidence. (US Navy photo) 
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Jeanette Steele  
U.S. Naval War College  
Public Affairs  
 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The U.S. 
Naval War College kicked off its 
135th anniversary year Oct. 7 with a 
visit by four past presidents of the 
college, a group whose experience 
spans nearly two decades of the 
institution. 
ñFor 135 years, this college has 

served as the intellectual nexus for 
the U.S. Navy through times of peace 
and times of conflict,ò said Rear 
Adm. Shoshana S. Chatfield, college 
president. 
ñIts graduates have worn the 

cloth of the nation with honor, 
courage and commitment. We 
faithfully remember and honor those 
who have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
and recognize those exceptional 
alumni who have gone on to hold the 
highest posts of military leadership,ò 
she said. 
ñOur contribution to strategy 

development and war-gaming ï 
essential to waging and winning past 
conflicts ï is no less relevant today,ò 
Chatfield said. ñWe remain on the 
cutting edge of strategic thought 
across warfighting domains.ò 
The visitors were Vice Adm. 

Gardner Howe, president from 2014 
to 2016; retired Vice Adm. John 
Christenson, president from 2011 to 
2013; retired Vice Adm. Rod Rempt, 
president from 2001 to 2003; and 
retired Rear Adm. Jim Stark, 
president from 1995 to 1998. 
Rempt, the collegeôs 49 

president, credited the college with 
long providing an academic and 
analytical underpinning for U.S. 
policy and strategy. 
ñThe War College educates our 

future leaders and helps define our 
future Navy,ò Rempt said while on 
campus. ñPlus it provides a unique 
and impactful connection between 
future leaders of the U.S. and our 
allies and friends. It makes a huge 

difference in peace and war.ò 
Christenson said that being a 

student on campus forever changed 
how he thinks and understands the 
world. Returning as the collegeôs 53 
president, he said, changed the 
course of his life. After Newport, 
Christenson went on to serve as 
deputy U.S. military representative to 
the NATO Military Committee and 
later as U.S. European Command 
chief of staff. 
ñThe international students and 

their families here opened our eyes 
and our hearts to just how important 
those relationships are to sea power,ò 
Christenson said during his visit. 
Founded in 1884 as an institution 

with mostly summer courses, the 
Naval War College has grown from 
that first small building on the edge 
of Narragansett Bay. 

The college was championed by a 
giant of the early Navy, Rear Adm. 
Stephen B. Luce, whose goal was 
increasing both the Navyôs size and 
its professionalism. Luce, the 
collegeôs first president, saw a need 
for an institution that would ñteach 
officers the science of their own 
profession, the science of war.ò 
The college is now a higher-

learning campus with 375 faculty and 
more than 300 staff members, 
serving roughly 600 in-residence 
graduate students and more than 
1,000 distance-education students 
each year. 
The institutionôs world-class 

faculty teaches on topics of national 
security policy and defense strategy, 
in addition to leadership and ethics, 
international law of the sea and 
maritime history. 

U.S. Naval War College Kicks off 135th Anniversary Celebration 

Rear Adm. Shoshana S. Chatfield, president, U.S. Naval War 

College (NWC), and former president retired Rear Adm. James 

Stark cut a cake in celebration of NWCôs 135th anniversary, Oct. 

7. Four former NWC presidents joined Rear Adm. Chatfield for a 

past presidentôs colloquium and strategy review. The former 

presidents were retired Vice Adm. Rodney Rempt, Vice Adm. 

Gardner Howe, retired Vice Adm. John Christenson and retired 

Rear Adm. James Stark. (US Navy photo by Jaima Fogg) 
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A surge protector should more 
accurately be called ña thing that 
blocks excessive voltage when it 
exceeds a certain extreme point.ò  
During Occupational Safety and 

Health Annual Inspections, Zone 
Inspections and Annual Fire 
Inspections, ñDaisy Chainingò of 
surge protectors (having two surge 
protectors in series), surge protectors 
attached to extension cords and surge 
protectors dangling off objects 
straining the cord are common 
violations found. These violations are 
a safety hazard as these practices can 
lead to fires from overloaded current 
running through these cords and 
devices. 
Surge protectors are designed to 

protect equipment in the event of a 
power surge so the computer or other 
electronic device is not damaged by 
the overload. The internal circuit 
breaker in the surge protector is 
designed to fail in the event of a 
surge that would stop the surge 
current from damaging your 
electronics (computer, stereo, 
television, etc.). 
Every year, thousands of fires 

result from surge protectors, power 
strips and electrical cords. Listed 
below are some suggestions to help 
prevent a possible fire from 
beginning. 
Å Use only surge protectors or 

power strips that have an internal 
circuit breaker. These units will trip 
the breaker if the power strip is over 

loaded or shorted to prevent 
overheating.  
Å All surge protectors or power 

strips need to be UL (Underwriters 
Laboratory) or ETL (Electrical 
Testing Laboratories) approved.  
Å Any surge protector or power 

strip that does not have an internal 
circuit breaker, has frayed wires, or 
has a unit that is not working 
properly, should be replaced 
immediately.  
Å If at any time the surge 

protector or plug strip is hot to the 
touch remove and replace the unit. 
The electrical load for this strip 
should be evaluated for overloading.  
Å Surge protectors, power strips, 

or extension cords are not a 
substitute for permanent wiring.  
Å At no time should a surge 

protector or plug strip be placed in a 

situation that will allow it to be 
exposed to a moist environment 
unless specified by the manufacturer.  
Å  Do not locate a surge protector 

or power strip in any area where the 
unit would be covered with carpet, 
furniture, or any other item that will 
limit or prevent air circulation.  
Å  There should only be one surge 

protector, electrical extension cord or 
power strip plugged into a single 
duplex electrical outlet.  
Å  Read all information and 

warnings on the package. Never 
utilize a surge protector to power any 
type of appliance such as a 
refrigerator, microwave, toaster 
oven, coffee pot as these devices 
draw more current than the wiring of 
a surge protector is designed to 
power.  

Surge Protectors and Fire Safety 

{ŀŦŜǘȅ wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΥ 

²ŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ wǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ WƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŜŀǊōǳŘǎ ƛǎ 

ƻƴƭȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǊōǳŘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƻǿƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ  CƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǇǳōƭƛŎΦƴŀǾȅΦƳƛƭκōǳǇŜǊǎ-ƴǇŎκǎǳǇǇƻǊǘκǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎκtŀƎŜǎκ

ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘнΦŀǎǇȄΦ 
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By Pamela Charron Burnap 
RN BSN CIC 

 
To highlight the importance of 

infection prevention and raise 
awareness of everyoneôs role in 
protecting the public, NHCNE is 
supporting International Infection 
Prevention Week (IIPW), Oct. 13-19. 
ñWe want to engage our 

community around this 
important topic and therefore 
will be hosting several events 
to outline the ways in which 
patients, families, and 
healthcare providers can all 
work together to keep patients 
safe,ò said Pamela Charron 
Burnap, RN BSN CIC, the 
command's infection 
preventionist.  ñIt takes a 
team to truly protect patients 
everywhere, and we need 
everyoneôs help.ò 
The 2019 IIPW theme is 

Vaccines are Everybodyôs 
Business. Healthcare 
professionals from all settings 
and levels play an important 
role in protecting patients. 
APIC has provided free 
downloadable resources and 
activities, as well as, fact 
sheets on infection prevention 
basics, settings of care, and 
more.  
The Infection Prevention and 
You website is accessible 
here: www.apic.org/
infectionpreventionandyou. 
New this year, APIC has 

developed a new infographic 
to help remind healthcare 
professionals and others how 
to stop the spread of infection. 
Download the free Protect 
Your Patients infographic 
today. 
ñKeeping patients safe 

from infection is everyoneôs 
responsibility. From nurses to 

doctors, environmental services to 
the OR, everyone needs to know the 
top ways to prevent infections,ò said 
Charron Burnap. 
Established in 1986, IIPW is 

celebrated the third week of October. 
APIC spearheads the annual effort to 
highlight the importance of infection 
prevention among healthcare 
professionals, administrators, 

legislators, and consumers.  
It is now formally recognized in 

many areas around the world 
including the U.S., Australia, the 
United Kingdom, the Middle East, 
and Asia.  
As IIPW expands, more patients 

benefit from safer healthcare 
practices and reduced threat of 
healthcare-associated infections. 

Navy Health Clinic New England (NCHNE) supports 

International Infection Prevention Week 


